
netic modification.  In the future, find-
ing  human breast milk in your gro-
cery store could be a reality.  
Through progress in biotechnology, 
the State Key Laboratory of Agrobio-
technology of the China Agricultural 
University has successfully devel-
oped genetically modified dairy 
cows: cows that are able to produce 
human breast milk.  The transgenic 
herd of 300 Holstein cattle was de-
veloped through the process of in-
serting human genes into cloned 
cow embryos, which were then im-
planted into surrogate cows. The 
world medical community is now in-
creasingly advocating breastfeeding.                    
           (Pacific Rim Magazine) 
DOUBLE DIPPING TEATS 
     It is known that effective pre-
dipping is important in reducing new 
mammary infections caused by envi-
ronmental bacteria.  Milking prep can 
also involve massaging teat and for-
estripping milk. That process re-
moves manure or dirt from the teat 
skin while stimulating the cow.  Sev-
eral months ago, an owner of a lead-
ing milk quality herd told a group that 
they dipped teats again after for-
estripping - in effect, a double double 
dip prior to attaching the milking unit.  
The result for them was a further re-
duction in somatic cell count (SCC) 
from an average of 50,000 to just 
above 40,000.  It was surprising in 
that they consistently do all steps 
well.  Another producer in the group 
implemented double dipping and  
after that saw similar results. 
     (from Michigan State University &  
                                       Dairy World) 

The right Choice 
man nature: “People of all ages 
and walks of life want to be in-
formed and, in that endeavor, to 
be amused.”  This principle de-
fined Thomas’ mission for this Al-
manac: “to be useful, with a pleas-
ant degree of humor.” In the agrar-
ian society of that period, printed 
matter was scarce yet cherished.  
Most households possessed two 
books (only one which accepted 
advertising): The Bible and the 
Farmers Almanac. To compete 
with other venues, he added 
things like interest tables, court 
dates, stage coach schedules and 
mileage between places, as well 
as agricultural information and the 
calendar. 
(from the 2012 Canadian Edition  
  of The Farmers Almanac) 
RECYCLE 
     Certainly recycling manure and 
or sand for bedding is becoming a 
growing practice on many farms.  
In British Columbia, there are now 
or soon to be 17,000 cows on recy-
cled bedding in the way of heat 
treated bedding fibre, sand and 
green bedding fibre.  Almost 75% 
of the 17,000 cows are on heat 
treated bedding fibre, making it the 
most favorable method.  In the last 
2 1/2  years, over 25% of BC’s 
cows are on recycled bedding.  We 
expect in the next 2 1/2 years to 
see this number double.  Certainly 
the field, soil, phosphorous and 
spreading advantages have a large 
influence also.   
NEW FORMULA 
     Chinese scientists have devel-
oped cows that can produce hu-
man breast milk, opening up dis-
cussions about the future of ge-

www.pacificdairycentre.com www.integratedbiosys.com 

PACIFIC MOO BIZ 

 

Newsletter Volume 28 - No.6 
                              JUNE 2012 

FAT 
     Milk fat is one of the most vari-
able components of milk.  While 
milk fat percentage has limited vari-
ability for the unit’s daily produc-
tion, fat content from individual 
cows may vary from milking to 
milking, day to day and from one 
part of milking to another.  Besides 
the age of animals, the following 
are some causes of fat variations: 
- Changes in feeding schedules  
                  or rations. 
- Changes in milking schedules. 
- Unusual noises in barns. 
- Presence of strangers. 
- Presence of barking dogs or 
                 unexpected activity. 
- Weather changes or heat 
                 stresses. 
- Changes in milking routines. 
- Removal of milk from tank. 
- Fast agitation causing foam 
                  which causes churning. 
- Ice or butter particles floating in 
                  milk. 
- High blend temperatures at 4  
                  milkings. 
- Slow cooling can cause problems. 
 
Certainly there are many other fac-
tors with fat variations, especially in  
nutrition.                   
                           (from Dairy World) 
ALMANAC 
    This year’s issue of The Farmers 
Almanac is the founder’s, Robert B. 
Thomas’, 220th consecutive issue 
(30th for Canada). It began as a 48 
page pamphlet. In 1792, 26 year 
old Thomas recognized a timeless 
and universal characteristic of hu-

June is Dairy Month! 

O wondrous June! Our lives should be like 
thee  

     With such calm grace fulfilling destiny. 
                                         - Susan Louisa 




